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Penularan coronavirus

Seorang lagi warga China pulih

Wanita rakyat
ternpatan :
disahkan positif
jadikan jumlah
kes lima orang

Oleh Noor: Atigah Sulaiman
bhnews@bh.com.my

Putrajaya: Seorang lelaki warga

China berusia 63 tahun yang se-

belum ini disahkan positif novel

coronavirus 2019 (2019-nCoV) di-

sahkan pulih sepenuhnya dan di-

ﬁnarkan pulang petang sema-
m.

Ia adalah kes ketiga mangsa co-
ronavirus disahkan pulih selepas
dua kes yang menerima penge-
sahan sama sebelum ini, ma-
sing-masing menerima rawatan di
Hospital Sultanah Maliha di Lang-
kawi dan Hospital Permai di Jo-
hor Bahru.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Da-
tuk Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah,

berkata lelaki berkenaan sebelum
inidirawat di wad isolasi Hospital
Kuala Lumpur (HKL).

“Beliau diberi rawatan bagi ge-
Jjala dengan pengawasan berteru-
san dan tiada keperluan untuk
rawatan ubat antiviral,

“Terkini, dua ujian ulangan ba-
i 2019-nCoV yang dijalankan ber-
turut-turut terhadapnya pada 7
dan 8 Februari lalu dilaporkan
negatif.

* “Pesakit dibenarkan pulang pe-
tang ini (semalam),” katanya yang
berkongsi hal berkenaan mene-
rusi laman sosial Facebook mi-
liknya, semalam.

Dr Noor Hisham turut menya-
takan penghargaan kepada kese-
luruhan pasukan di HKL kerana
memberi rawatan terbaik kepada
pesakit berkenaan.

“Penghargaan juga kepada Pe-

- jabat Kesihatan dan Jabatan Ke-

sihatan Wilayah Persekutuan
Kuala Lumpur serta Putrajaya
Yyang terbabit dalam siasatan, pe-
ngesanan kontak dan langkah
pencegahan serta kawalan bagi
mencegah penularan,” katanya.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata, empat

sekeluarga yang masih dirawat di
wad isolasi Hospital Sungai Buluh
(HSB) iaitu ahli keluarga kes po-
Sitif 2019-nCoV pertama yang di-
laporkan di Singapura, kini ber-
ada dalam keadaan sihat dan ti-
dak bergejala.

Katanya, dua daripada mereka
memperoleh keputusan negatif
bagi-ujian pengesahan 2019-nCoV.
ulangan yang dijalankan, dua kali
berturut-turut.

“Namun, wjian bagi dua lagi
ahli keluarga mereka perlu di-
Jjalankan semula.

“Sebaik  ujian  pengesahan
2019-nCoV ulangan bagi mereka
dikesan negatif dua kali bertu-
rut-turut, hospital bersedia mem-
benarkan mereka pulang dalam
masa terdekat,” katanya.

Sementara itu, satu lagi kes
positif 2019-nCoV dilaporkan di
negara ini, membabitkan wanita
rakyat tempatan berusia 65 ta-
hun.

Dr Noor Hisham dalam kenya-
taan berasingan berkata, wanita
berkenaan adalah ibu mentua in-
dividu pertama kes jangkitan
membabitkan rakyat Malaysia.

“Wenita ini menghidap bebe-

‘Tapa penyakit kronik seperti te-

kanan darah tinggi, kencing ma-
nis, lumpuh separuh badan, peng-
guna perentak jantung serta per-
gerakan terhad.

“Beliau mempunyai Kkontak
langsung dengan kes indsks ke-
tika duduk serneja bagi beberapa
jamuan makan sempena sambu-
tan Tahun Baharu Cina bersa-
ma-saraa ahli keluarga Iain pada
26, 27 dam 28 Januari,

“Sepanjang 28 Janvari hingga 4
Februari, beliau memakhimkan
hanya berada di rumah. Pada 5
Tebruari, wanita it mengadu ku-
rang sihat iaifn mengalami pe-
ning kepala, berpeluh dan tidak
bermaya tetapi tiada demam,” ka-
tanya,

Dr Noor Hisham berkata, wa-
nita berkenaan dibawa untuk
mendapatkan rawatan sebagai pe-
sakit luar sebuah hospital swasta
sebelum dibenarkan pulang ke ru-
mah dengan temu janji susulan
pada 7 Februari.

Sebaik menantu wanita itu di-
kesan positif 2019nCoV, warga
emas itu terus dijejaki oleh pihak

Pejabat Kesihatan Daerah (PKD).

“Slasatan mendapati beliau ti-
dak mempunyai sejarah perjala-
nan ke China. Sebagai sebahagian
daripada aktiviti siasatan, sampel
diambil daripada beliau dan ahli
keluarga lain.

“Ujian pengesanan dan penge-
sahan 2018-nCoV yang dijalankan
terhadapnya dilaporkan positif
pada 8 Februari, manakala bagi
lain-lain ahli keluarganya adalah
negatif,” katanya.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata, wa-
nita berkenaan dimasukkan ke
wad isolasi di HSB dan berada
dalam keadaan stabil.

“Aktiviti pengesanan Kkontak
masih dijalankan dan akan di-
maklumkan dari semasa ke se-
masa,” katanya.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata, bi-
langan terkini kes positif mem-
babitkan rakyat Malaysia ialah
lima orang.

“Dua adalah rakyat Malaysia
yang dibawa pulang dari Wuhan,
satu kes lelaki ke Singapura (kes
kesembilan) dan dua lagi kes ada-
lah kontak rapat dengan kes ke-
sembilan,” katanya.

12 hospital, makmal

Kuala Lumpur: Sebanyak 12 hos-
pital Kementerian Kesihatan
Malaysia (RKM) dan Makmal Ke-
sihatan Awam (MKA) seluruh
negara dipertingkatkan dengan
kapasiti membuat ujian masa se-
benar RT-PCR 2019-nCoV bagi
mengesan novel  coronavirus
2019(2019-nCoV) sejak 30 Januari
lalu.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Da-
tuk Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah,
berkata 12 hospital KKM dan
MEKA menerima latihan pengesa-
han coronavirus daripada Institut
Penyelidikan Perubatan (IMR).

Beliau berkata, makmal terba-
bit memulakan persediaan meng-
hadapi kemungkinan penularan
coronavirus ke Malaysia pada 3
Januari lalu yang mana reagen
mengesan wabak meng;
kaedah konvensional RT-PCR di-
sediakan.

“Pada peringkat awal, Unit Vi-
rologi, Pusat Penyelidikan Penya-

kit Berjangltit, IMR, Kementerian -

Kesihatan adalah satu-satunya
makmal terbabit secara langsung
dalam menjalankan ujian diag-
nostik mengesan 2019nCoV di
Malaysia.

“Pada 30 Januari lalu, IMR men-
Jjalankan latihan ujian masa se-
benar RT-PCR 2019-nCoV untuk 12
hospital KKM dan MKAK Sungai
Buloh, MKA Ipoh, MKA Kota Ki-
nabalu, MKA Kota Bharu dan
MKA Johor Bahru supaya kapa-
siti membuat ujian masa sebenar
RT-PCR 2019-nCoV dipertingkat di.

seluruh negara.

“Kapasiti ini diperluaskan bagi
rangkaian makmal swasta mela-
lui Iatihan berkaitan yang diada-
kan oleh pihak MKAK Sungai Bu-

- loh pada 6 Februari 2020,” katanya

dalam satu kenyataan, semalam.

Turut dikongsi senarai 12 mak-
mal hospital KKM yang menerima
latihan pengesanan coronavirus
daripada IMR.
mernbabitkan  Hospital
Sungai Buloh, Hospital Umum Sa-
rawak, Hospital Tuanku Afzan,
Hospital Kuala Lumpur, Hospital
Pulau Pinang, Hospital Tuanku
Jaafar, Hospital Melaka, Hospital
Sultanah Aminah, Hospital Raja
Permaisuri Bainun, Hospital Raja
Nur Zahirah, Hospital Raja Pe-
rempuan II dan Hospital Sultanah
Bahiyah.

Dr Noor Hisham mengucapkan
tahniah kepada semua petugas di
IMR, MKA dan makmal hospital
atas komitmen tinggi serta ber-
tungkus-lumus tanpa mengira
masa dalam menghadapi jangki-
tan coronavirus di negara ini.

“Pada setiap hari (termasuk cu-
ti umum), staf dalam. panggilan
(on call) bersedia menerima sam-
pel dari hospital seawal jam 7 pagi
dan akan meneruskan ujian supa-
ya keputusan dapat dikeluarkan
dalam masa 24 jam.

“Kebanyakan keputusan ujian
berjaya disiapkan lebih awal dari
24 jam. Staf hanya dibenarkan
menjalankan ujian selepas men-
jalankan ujian kompetensi dan di-

terima latihan ujian masa IMR

- Kesediaan ma
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. Hospital Tuanku laafar Seremban

Hospital Raja Permaisuri Bainun
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IMR - Makmal
rujukan untuk
pengesanan penyakit
betjangkit

Spesimen pesakit
akan dihantay
ke makmat berdekatan

Ujian biasanya akan
ambil masa 5 jam

juga diperkenalkan cara ujian

dilakukan di fasiliti Kementerian

* Makmal swasta, universiti

pengesanan 2019-nCoV

: Kesihatan Malaysia (KKM)
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latih cara pemakaian alat pelin-  mua petugas di sebalik tabir di didendang yang melaksanakan tu-
dung diri (PPE) dengan betul. Se- IMR, semua MKA dan makmal gas walaupun sering tidak jelas di

cara ringkas, staf akan menerima

sampel dan merekodkan peneri-

maan sampel dalam buku log.
“Syabas dan tahniah kepada se-

hospital yang berfungkus-lumus
siang malam dalam menghadapi
kejadian jangkitan 2019-nCoV ini.

“Anda adalah wira yang tidak

mata masyarakat demi memas-.
tikan kesihatan awam dan kese-
lamatan negara terpelihara,” ka-
tanya.



AKHBAR

RUANGAN

KERATAN AKHBAR

: BERITA HARIAN
MUKA SURAT : 7

: NASIONAL

Tiada kes jangkitan virus
di hospital swasta Cheras

Kuala Lumpur: Dakwaan konon-
nya seorang rakyat Malaysia di-
jangkiti coronavirus baharu
(2019-nCoV) di sebuah hospital

swasta di Cheras di sini, adalah

palsu. °
Menerusi akaun Facebook ras-

‘minya, Kementerian Kesihatan

(KKM) menegaskan tiada kes
2019-nCoV di lokasi berkenaan se-
perti yang tular di media dan
aplikasi sosial.

Mesej tular itu mendakwa, satu -

kes coronavirus dikesan di Hos-
pital Sunway Cheras (Sunway Me-
dical Center Velocity) dan mem-
beri amaran orang awam supaya
tidak mendekati lokasi terbabit.

“Jangan berkongsi atau menye-
barkan berita palsu ini,” tegas
KKM dalam kenyataan itu, se-
malam.

Pada masa sama, KKM turut
menafikan satu lagi dakwaan ko-

nonnya ada individu dijangkiti
coronavirus di tingkat tiga pusat
beli-belah Mid Valley, di sini.

Kelmarin, pengurusan Mid Val-
ley mengeluarkan kenyataan me-
nafikan berita palsu itu dan me-
maklumkan pihaknya sentiasa
memantau keadaan semasa di se-
kitar kawasan premis berkaitan
susulan penularan coronavirus di
negara ini. >

“Kita sudah mengambil lang-
kah berjaga-jaga dalam hal ini. Ta
termasuk menempatkan bahan
pencuci tangan (hand sanitizer) di
sekitar pintu masuk pusat beli-be-
lah, kaunter pertanyaan, tandas,
lobi, lif dan eskalator.

“Kakitangan Mid Valley turut -

meningkatkan kekerapan pember-
sihan beberapa kawasan dan fa-
siliti tumpuan pengunjung terma-
suk lif, tandas dan tombol pintu,”
katanya.
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P(?lawat dari Zhejiang, “ Peg : rl:g;: .
Jiangsu pula dihalang ¥ wilayah di China
masuk Malaysia - dihalang masuk
: ke Malaysia
Oleh RAIHAM MOHD SANUSI
Jiangsu

KYALA LUMPUR
s Ibu negeri: Nanjing

Jumiah penduduk: 80.4 juta

Keluasan: 102,600 km?

alaysia memper-
luas sekatan per-
i jalanan ke atas .
pelancong China

dari Wilayah Zhejiang dan
Jiangsu berkuat kuasa serta-
merta ekoran koronavirus.

; Timbalan Perdana Menteri,
Datuk Seri Dr Wan Azizah Wan
Ismail berkata, sekatan memba-
bitkan larangan kemasukan pe-
lawat dari lima bandar di wilayah
Zhejiang dan dua bandar di wi-
layah Jiangsu.

_ Sebelum ini, katanya, Malay-
sia hanya melakukan sekatan
bagi Wilayah Hubei membabit-
kan 16 bandar di situ.
“Kementerian Luar sudah
memaklumkan pihak berkuasa

WAN AZIZAH

di China termasuk pihak berku-
asa tempatan supaya membuat
sekatan membabitkan tiga wila-
yah jaitu Hubei, Zhejiang dan
Jiangsu. ;
“Selaras dengan keputusan

pada 27 Januari lalu jaitu sekatan -

perjalanan akan dikuatkuasakan
mengikut wilayah yang
dikenakan .= sekatan oleh
pemerintah China, negara
memutuskan memperluas
tindakan itu kepada dua lagi
wilayah iaitu Zhejiang dan
Jiangsu. : A
“Jabatan Imigresen Malaysia
diminta memperketat lagi se-

Hubei
Ibu negeri: Wuhan

Jumlah penduduk: 68.6 juta
Keluasan: 185,900km?

katan kepada semua pelancong
tanpa mengira kerakyatan bagi
yang pernah mengunjungi atau
berada di tiga wilayah tersebut
supaya tidak memasuki Malay-
sia dalam tempoh 14 hari sele-
pas itu,” katanya kepada pem-
berita selepas menghadiri
program sambutan Tahun Baru

Seorang lagi dikesan positif koronavirus di Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR - Seorang wanita tempatan
berusia 65 tahun menjadi individu terbaru posi-
tif koronavirus, menjadikan angka keseluruhan
jangkitan dalam negara kini berjumlah 17 kes.
Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Datuk Dr Noor
Hisham Abdullah berkata, wanita berkenaan me-

rupakan ibu mertua kepada kes warga Malaysia

yang dilaporkan pada 4 Februari lepas iaitu kes
kesembilan.

Menurutnya, wanita berkenaan mempunyai
beberapa penyakit kronik seperti tekanan darah
tinggi, kencing manis, lumpuh separuh badan,
seorang pesakit jantung yang menggunakan pe-
rentak jantung serta pergerakan yang terhad.

i Katanya, wanita itu mempunyai kontak lang-
sung dengan kes kesembilan semasa duduk se-
meja bagi beberapa jamuan makan sempena
sambutan Tahun Baru Cina bersama-sama ahli
keluarga yang lain dari 26 hingga 28 Januari
lepas. .

“Sepanjang 29 Januari hingga 4 Februari be-
liau memaklumkan hanya berada di rumah. Ba-

gaimanapun, pada 5 Februari beliau mengadu
kurang sihat iaitu mengalami pening kepala,
berpeluh dan tidak bermaya tetapi tiada demam,”
katanya dalam satu kenyataan semalam.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata, wanita terbabit telah
dibawa untuk mendapatkan rawatan sebagai pe-
sakit luar di sebuah hospital swasta dan dibenar-
kan pulang ke rumah dengan temu janji susulan
pada 7 Februari.

“Sebaik sahaja menantunya, iaitu kes kesem-
bilan dikesan positif virus itu, beliau telah dijejaki
pihak Pejabat Kesihatan Daerah (PKD). Hasil
siasatan mendapati beliau tidak mempunyai se-

jarah perjalanan ke negara China. Sebagai seba--

hagian daripada aktiviti siasatan, sampel telah
diambil daripada beliau dan ahli keluarga yang
lain,” jelasnya.

. Ujian pengesanan dan pengesahan koronavi-
rus yang dijalankan ke atasnya telah dilaporkan
positif pada 8 Februari (semalam) manakala bagi
lain-lain ahli keluarganya adalah negatif,” kata-
nya. - Bernama {

Jangkitan di Mid Valley, Hospital Sunway Cheras tidak benar

KUALA LUMPUR - Kementerian Kesihatan
(KKM) menafikan mesej tular di media sosial
berhubung berlakunya jangkitan koronavirus yang
didakwa dikesan di satu kawasan di pusat beli-
belah Mid Valley dan Hospital Sunway Cheras.

KKM dalam Facebook rasminya memaklum-

kan bahawa kedua-dua mesej tersebut adalah
berita palsu dan tiada kes koronavirus dikesan
kawasan tersebut. :

“Jangan berkongsi atau menyebarkan berita
palsu,” menurut kenyataan ‘itu semalam. -
Bernama

Cina 2020 di sini semalam.
-Wan Azizah berkata,
Kementerian Kesihatan,
imigresen dan agensi lain yang
bertugas di Bangunan Sultan
Iskandar dan Kompleks Sultan
Abu Bakar di Johor Bahru juga
diminta meningkatkan kawalan
dan memberi nasihat sewajar-

Zhejiang

Ibu negeri: Hangzhou
Jumiah penduduk: 57.4 juta
Keluasan: 101,800 km?

nya kepada orang ramai yang
melalui pintu masuk berkenaan.
“Memandangkan situasi
masih terkawal, tidak ada ke-
perluan untuk menyekat terus
perjalanan keluar masuk dari
China kecuali tiga wilayah
membabitkan 23 bandar yang
dikenakan sekatan,” katanya.
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Tiada kes koronavirus di Sabak Bernam

SABAK BERNAM - Hospi-
tal Tengku Ampuan Jemaah
(HTAJ) Sabak Bernam tidak
menerima sebarang laporan
berhubung jangkitan korona-
virus di daerah itu seperti
yang tular di media sosial.

Ahli Lembaga Pelawat- -

nya, Mohammad Haris Baha-
rudin berkata, beliau telah
mendapatkan pengesahan
daripada Pengarah HTAJ Sa-
bak Bernam, Dr Muhammad
Aslahuddin Samsudin berhu-
bung perkara tersebut.

“Sehingga kini hospital
dan Klinik-kesihatan di daerah
ini-figdak menerima laporan
pesakit§ifre terkena jangki-
tankoronavirus," katanya da-
lam kenyataannya di Face-
book semalam..

Mohammad Haris turut

menasihatkan agar tidak me- -

Chefharez Bin Baharudin is
with Kalam Carl Lam and 4
others.
2hus -6

Siapa yang tularkan berita ada penduduk yang
terkena corona virus di daerah Sabak Bernam
dan Sungai Besar sila tampil diri dan
{ bertanggungjawab. :

Sehingga kini Hospital dan Kesihatan daerah
langsung tidak dapat laparan pesakit yang
terkena.

Ini bukan perkara main-main,

Jika benar pihak berken,anﬂwejib ambil
tindakan segera untuk langkah keselamatan
wabak.

Jika tidak sahih dan palsu ! Awas kalian bakal
berdepan dengan tindakan undang-undang.

Aku tak main main bab ini.

Nota : setakat ini tiada kes virus corona di

laporkan di daerah sabak bernam dan Sungai

‘Mohammad Haris memuat naik status

di Facebook berhubung penularan
maklumat palsu mengatakan berlaku
jangkitan koronavirus di Salgk Bernam.

nyebarkan perkara tidak benar hingga menimbulkan panik dalam

kalangan masyarakat.

“Jika tidak sahih dan palsu, penyebar maklumat palsu bakal ;

berdepan dengan tindakan undang-undang,” katanya.
Menurutnya, berdasarkan maklumat yang tersebar dikatakan
terdapat seorang individu dari Sekinchan yang baru pulang dari

- Vietnam disyaki dijangkiti koronavirus.

Namun, katanya, gejala yang dialami individu terbabit bukan

- jangkitan koronavirus.
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;.'f"ﬁmgﬁ“ﬁﬁi -~ Kuala Lumpur: Malaysia memperluaskan

: mur 65 tahun dx-' - sekatan perjalanan masuk bagi pelancong
sahkan positif koronavirus China dari Wilayah Zhejiang dan fiangsu,

- bahamu, semalamdaniakes =~ Derkuat kuasa serta-merta.

~ kelima. membabxtkan war- -~ Sebelurn inl, negara hanya membuat

~ gatempatan. :  sekatan bagi Wilayah Hubei membabitkan

Ketua Pengarah e 16 bandar sekitamya.

dalam kcnyataan di sini,

- Beliau berkata, wanita 'tq

2\ sung dengan kes indeks ke-
\. erbilan  semasa duduk
i 'semeja bagi beberapa ja-
‘muan  makan sempena
“sambutan Tahun Baharu
- Cina bersama-sama ahli
keluarga lain pada 26, 27
dan 28 Januari lalu,
Menuruinya, sepanjang
29 Januari hmgga 4 Febru-
ari, wanita itu memaklum-
kan hanya berada di ru-

= “Pada 5 Februari, beliau
ning kepala, ‘berpeluh

tidak bermaya, tetapx
da demam.

satu hospxtal swasta.

Sejurus selepas itu, dia
enarkan pulang ke TU-
mabh dengan temu janji su-
sulan Februari,” ka-

tanya

" Dr Noor I—hsham berkata,
sebaxk sahaja menantu wa-
nita berkenaan mtu kes in-

katanya.

mengadﬁ kurang sihat jai-~" - pengesahan

pesakltluardlr‘

I mentua pesakzt ke-9 j Jamu
elera bersama sempena
Tahun Baharu Cina

deks kesembilan dikesan
positif 2019-nCoV, dia di-

jejaki Pejabat Kesihatan

Daerah (PKD).

Beliau berkata, hasil sia-
satan mendapati wanita itu
tidak mempunyai sejarah
perjalanan ke China.

“Sebagai sebahagian da-
ripada aktiviti siasatan,
sampel diambil daripada
wanita itu dan ahli keluar-
ga yang lain..

“Ujian pengesanan dan -
- 2019-nCoV
ang dijalankan ke atasnya
di}aporkan positif pada 8
Februari manakala bagi | bagi me:
lain-fain ahli keluarganya. . rangh

adalah negatif. -
“Wanita itu. dxmasukkan

ke wad isolasi di Hospital
- Sungai Buloh dan berada

dalam keadaan stabil,” ka-
tanya.

: ,Menurumya, aktxvitl pe» ;
_ ngesanan kontak masih di-

jalankan dan akan dimak-
lumkan dan semasa ke se-

Pe!ancong _'hejlang, jlangsu ;uga dlsekat

- “laselaras dengan keputusan pada 27
Januari l2lu, iaitu sekatan perjalanan akan
dikuatkuasakan mengikut wilayah yang

dikenakan sekatan oleh Kerajaan China,”

Beliau berkata demikian kepada media
_ selepas menghadiri program sambutan

% rakyat Malaysi

diabadikan bersama : 7
i Hospitul Pusat Wuhan. Li yang menjadi
mpakm‘pembatanpemma ,_"

PunwrmkarmmUWaﬂm
korban koronavirus adaiah
mengesanpemthnwabakim. emplmenerlmatekanan

daripada ke

Tak kurangkan -
pegawai. kedutaan

Selain xtu mereka yang
menetap di Shanghai, An-
hui, };an,su dan Zhejiang
boleh menghubungi Peja--
bat Konsulat Malaysxa di' ;

depan sitrasi

). X

ronavirus il
(2019-nCoV)  dhi netar
.dan China, ; B

“Rakyat Malaysia yang nan, Hunan dan Jiangx,
berada di China bolehj.wai\ldl’Wis'maPuu'adapat
menghutmngi pejabat Ke- dihuburigi melatui Pejabat
dutaan ‘atanpe- Konsulat  Malaysia  di
)abstkonsulatMalaysiada ‘Guangzhou  di  talian

Shanghai,  Guangzhou, +862038770763 (walctu pe-

rnd ? ‘jabat)/ +8618802087683

'+ (kecemasan),

~ Bagi yang menetap di
- - Hong Xong dan Wilayah
kawasan Beijing, Pentadbiran Khas Macau

tan Datuk Dr Noor His- .

‘fimbalan Perdana Menteri, Datuk Seri -

- Tahun Baharu Cina 2020 di sini, semalam.

Hubsi, Tanjin, Henan, He-

“pula boleh menghubungi

Dr Wan Azizah Wan Ismail berkata, Sehubungan itu, Dr Wan Azizah berkata, bel, Bellongjiang, Jilin, Liso-  Pejabat Konsulat Malaysia
g:?mmgg%gunﬂmblf:: ?at;; kerzjaan rnelalui Kementerian Luar Jabatan Imigresen Malaysia (iM) diminta ning, Wilayah Autonomifn-  di Hong Kong di talian
ke pusat Pusat Kesiapsia- memaklumkan pihak berkuasa di China memperketatian lagi sekatan sedia ada - ner Mongolia, Qinghai,  +85228210800 (waktu pe-
gaan dan Respons Krisis sudah mengenakan sekatan terhadap tiga  kepada semua pelancong, Shandong, Wilayah Auteno-  jabat)/ +85269006390 (ke-
{CPRC) ‘Kementerian K- wilayah iaitu Hubei, “Sekatan perlu dibuat tanpa miengira mmemng Uyghurdan Wi' cemasan).
sihatan Malaysia (KIM) Zhej«;xﬁng dan ]zangsga kerakya;an bagi mgreka yzng pem?h :

tamemutuskan - mengunjung] atau berada di tiga wilayal
:‘gjﬁﬁgﬁlggﬁg slgt;t::tlz; 4 sekatan * terbabit supaya tidak memasuid Malaysia - Dua lagl tular isu 2019-IICOV
s danpada merekaf. duperluaskan dalam tempoh 14 hari selepas it p Dt 3z til "Ked d b it
e i Kepada dua lagi katanya. ‘ liftajay.: Dua lagi 'ar o ua- iu? deanla ?1
w%rxiz baham i seorang : wilayah faitu Beliau berkata,, Kementerian Kesihatan @Z‘;xﬁ:}iﬁégﬁm ;@n A rkan e
‘wanita warganegara Mala- Zhejang _ Mataysia (KKM), M dan agensi lain yang tersebar di media soslal, 7 ;  “Tiada kes Noyel
ysia berumur 65 tabun, membabitkan ima  bertugas di Bangunan Sultan Iskandar Korioniya berlaka dis. i onavirus (201‘l9-nCoV)
“Dia ibu mentua kepada‘ bandar dan . (BSD dan di Kompleks Sultan Abu Bakar : sebuah);tos vital dan pusat kesan di Mid Valley. dan
kes warganegara Malaysia Jiangsu dua. - (KSAB) di fohor Bahru juga diminta - beli- -belal tgrk mukap;l ibu. Hospital Sunway Cheras,
 yang dilaporkan pada 4 Fe- b ; meningkatkan aspek kawalan dengan Z S ?p e br:arkgn jatau
‘bruari lalu (mtu kes ke- memberikan nasihat sewajarnya kepada : her??t?arkan berigrsa alsu
“sembilan), orang ramai yang melalui pintu masuk ini. W i

 inif tegas KKM dalam
penafiannya di Facebook
; ,(FB) rasmlnya, semalam

“Wanita terbabxt mem-

* Kementerian | Keshamn
punyai beberapa penyakkt

o oy Malajsra(KKM)
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Menumtnya, reagen
tuk_mengenal pasti koro--

Pada 11 Januari,
saintis dari China
berkongsi makiumat
genetik koronavirus
baharu di pangkalan

data gunasama
Dr Noor Hisham

merekacipta uru-

probes specific for 2019-nC

* pada bari yang sama,” ka-
,,;tanya dalam 'yataan di

Abdulfah

pertama posi-

- tif dalam kala-

nya sampel dib

3 maleosaiety

“Anda adalah wira yang
tidak didendang melaksa
nakan tugas walaupun
ringkali tidal jelas di mata

Pun-a]a)d Seotang lelaki
warganegara China yang se-
belum ini disahkan positif
wabak koronavirus baharu
pulih sepenuhnya dan di-
benarkan pulang, semalam.

Ketua Pengarah Kesiha-
tan, Datuk Dr Noor Hisham
Abdullah berkata, lelaki be-
rusia 63 tahun itu sebelum
ini dirawat di wad isolasi
Hospital Kuala Lumpur
HKL

(HKL).

“Beliau diberikan rawatan
bagi gejala symptomatic tre-
atment dengan pengawasan
berterusan dan tiada keper-
luan untuk rawatan ubat an-
tiviral,

“Terkini, dua ujian ula-

ngan bagi koronavirus ba-
haru yang dijalankan ber-
turut-turut  terhadapnya
pada 7 dan 8 Februari di-
laporkan negatif.

“Pesakit seterusnya dibe-
narkan pulang pada sebelah

Seorang lagi pesakzt pulzh sepenuhnya

petang;” katanya dalam ke-
nyataan di sini, semalam.

Dr Noor Hisham turut
menyatakan rasa penghar-
gaan kepada keseluruhan
pasukan di HKL kerana
memberi rawatan terbaik
kepada pesakit berkenaan.

“Selain itu, (penghargaan)
juga kepada Pejabat Kesiha-
tan dan Jabatan Kesihatan
Wilayah Persekutuan Kuala
Lumpur serta Putrajaya
yang terbabit dalam siasa-
tan, pengesanan kontak dan
langkah pencegahan serta
kawalan bagi mencegah pe-
nularan. Jasa anda semua
amat dihargai,” katanya.

Hasil perkembangan ter-
baru ini bermakna tiga pe-
sakit pulih koronavirus ba-
haru yang dirawat di negara
ini.

KAKGTANGAN perubaian dalam sut perlindungzn merawat pesakit koronavirus babaru di unit
rawatan rapi di sebuah hospital khusus di wilayah Wuhan

Sebelum ini, seorang ka-
nak-kanak perempuan be-
rusia empat tahun di Hos-

pital Sultanah Mahha, Lang-
kawi dan seorang lelaki di
Hospital Permai, Johor di-

benarkan pulang.
Dalam perkembangan
berkaitan, Dr Noor Hisham

berkata, empat sekeluarga
yang masih dirawat di wad
isolasi Hospital Sungai Bu-
loh iaitu ahli keluarga ke-
pada kes positif koronavirus
baharu pertama yang dila-
porkan di Singapura kini
berada dalam keadaan sihat
dan tidak bergejala.

Beliau berkata, dua dari-
pada mereka mempercieh
keputusan negatif bagi ujian
pengesahan koronavirus ba-
haru ulangan yang dijalan-
kan dua kali berturut-turut.

“Namun, ujian bagi dua
lagi ahli kelnarga mereka
perlu dijalankan semula.

“Sebaik sahaja ujian pe-
ngesahan koronavirus baha-
ru ulangan bagi kedua-dua
mereka dikesan negatif se-
banyak dua kali berturut-tu-
rut, pihak hospital bersedia

* membenarkan mereka pu-

lang dalam masa terdekat,
katanya.
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NOVEL CORONAVIRUS

'ELDERLY MAN

IS 3rp PATIENT
TO RECOVER

Chinese national
discharged,
65-year-old
Malaysian woman
becomes 17th case

ESTHER LANDAU
AND TEOH PEI YING
KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

ALAYSIA recorded

the third case of a

person recovering

from the novel coro-
navirus (2019-nCoV) yesterday
when a 63-year-old man from
China was discharged from Kuala
Lumpur Hospital.

Health director-general Datuk
Dr Noor Hisham Abduliah said
the man was the country’s 10th
coronavirus case, and he under-
went symptomatic
treatment and was
placed under contin-
uous monitoring.

The man, who re-
ceived treatment at
the hospital’s isola-
tion ward, was not
given any anti-viral
medicine, said Dr
Noor Hisham.

He was confirmed to
have contracted the
virus on Tuesday.

“TwWo repeat tests

Feb 7 and 8 showed

negative results. The patient was
allowed to go home today (yes-
terday),” Dr Noor Hisham said.

The first coronavirus patient to
recover in Malaysia was a 4-year-
old girl from China, who was dis-
charged from Sultanah Maliha
Hospital in Langkawi on Tuesday.

The second patient to recover
was a 40-year-old man from Chi-
na, who was discharged from Per-
mai Hospital in Johor Baru on
Saturday.

Malaysia yesterday confirmed
the 17th coronavirus case, involv-
ing a 65-year-old Malaysian wom-
an, the mother-in-law of the first
Malaysian victim, a 4i-year-old
man, who was confirmed to have
the virus on Tuesday.

The woman is being treated at

Datuk Dr Noor
conducted on him on Hisham Abdullah

the isolation ward of Sungai Buloh
Hospital. She is believed to have
no recent travel history to China.

Dr Noor Hisham said the wom-
an had chronic diseases, such as
high-blood pressure, diabetes
and heart disease, had mobility
issues and was semi-paralysed.

He said the woman had direct
contact with her son-in-law when
she sat at the same table as him
and other family members dur-
ing the Chinese New Year cele-
bration on Jan 26, 27 and 28.

“She stayed at home between
Jan 29 and Feb 4. But on Feb 5,
she complained of feeling unwell
and showed symptoms, such as
heacdache, perspiration and fa-
tigue. However, she did not show
symptoms of fever.

“She was sent for outpatient
treatment at a private hospital and
allowed to return home, with a
follow-up treatment set for Feb 7.

“Right after her son-in-law test-
ed positive for the virus, she was
traced by the district
Health Office. Checks
showed she had no
travel history to Chi-
naand her blood sam-
ple and that of her
family members were
taken.”

Dr Noor Hisham
said she tested posi-
tive for the virus on
Saturday, while her
other family mem-
bers tested negative.

Of the 17 cases in
Malaysia, five in-
volved Malaysians,
while the rest were Chinese cit-
izens.

Deputy Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Wan Azizah Wan Ismail,
who is National Disaster Manage-
ment Agency (Nadma) chairman,
said the government had extend-
ed the ban on some travellers from
China to include those from Zhe-
jlang and Jiangsu provinces.

She said the decision followed
China’s lockdown on five cities in
Zhejiang and two in Jiangsu.

“This is in line with (Malaysia’s)
Jan 27 decision to declare a travel
ban on travellers from provinces
that had been put on lockdown
by the Chinese government.

“The (previous) ban on trav—
ellers from Hubei province is now
extended to the two provinces of

ERBANE

@
£4)

Zhejiang and Jiangsu with imme-
diate effect,” she said after a Chi-
nese New Year open house by the
Malaysian Chinese Muslim Asso-
ciation here yesterday.

China reported 811 deaths and
37,198 coronavirus infections up
to yesterday. ,

Dozens of international air-
lines have suspended or reduced
flights to China. Several nations
have imposed bans on visitors
from all of China or anyone with a
history of travelling there.

Dr Wan Azizah said there was no
need to ban all Chinese nationals
from entering Malaysia, besides
those from the 23 cities under
lockdown in three provinces, as
the situation was under control.

She gave a breakdown of
the Malaysians evacuated from
Wubhan, the virus’ epicentre.

“Of the 107 people who were
evacuated from Wuhan, two were
found positive on Feb S and hos-
pitalised. All the 105 persons un-
der surveillance (PUS), which are
coordinated by Nadma, the Health
Ministry, Welfare Department and
police, are taken care of.,

“Nadma has received aid, such
as dry food and reading mate-
rials, from non-governmental or-
ganisations for the 105 PUS.”
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IMR c'reated reagent to
detect virus ahead of WHO

KUALA LUMPUR: The Institute of
Medical Research (IMR) had cre-
ated a reagent to handle the novel
coronavirus (2019-nCoV) out-
break, a week before the World
Health Organisation (WHO) cre-
ated a similar protocol.

Health director-general Datuk
DrNoor Hisham Abdullah said the
reagent, asubstance or mixture for

use in chemical analysis, was de--

veloped by IMR's Virology Unit.
He said in the beginning, IMR
was the Health Ministry’s only
lab directly involved in conduct-
ing 2019-nCoV diagnostic tests.
“The unit has been on standby
since Jan 3 to face the spread of
the 2019-nCoV in Malaysia,
where the reagents were used to
detect the coronavirus using the
Conventional RT-PCR method.”
RT-PCR refers to reverse tran-
scription polymerase chain reac-
tion.
“OnJan11, scientists from China

shared genetic information on the
2019-nCoV, which allowed officers *
from the IMR Virology Unit to de-
velop a series of reagents named
‘primers and probes specific for
2019-nCoV’ on the same day,

“Several days later, WHO re-
leased its protocol for real-time
RT-PCR 2019-nCoV tests and it is
similar to the one used at IMR,”
Dr Noor Hisham said yesterday.

He said the reagent to identify
the 2019-nCoV virus arrived at
IMR’s lab on Jan 21.

The following day, officers from
IMR successfully conducted real-
time RT-PCR 2019-nCoV optimi-
sation tests and the test was hand-
ed to the National Public Health
Laboratory at Sungai Buloh Hos-
pital on Jan 24 to test the contact
sample from Johor, he said.

IMR, he said, conducted train-
ing for real-time RT-PCR tests at
12 hospitals and health labs in
Ipoh, Kota Kinabalu, Kota Baru

COURTESY OF HEALTH MINISTRY

and Johor Baru. ;

“Every day, including on public
holidays, on-call staff will be
ready to receive samples from
hospitals as early as 7am and will
conduct tests and ensure results
are out within 24 hours.

“Most of the time, they provide
results way before 24 hours.”

Dr Noor Hisham said only staff
who completed a competency
test and were trained to wear per-
sonal protective equipment were
allowed to conduct tests.

3

% Lt
ict, Wuhan, on

L X i 4 : Rl
A real-time RT-PCR 2019-nCoV optimisation test being conducted. pic

The Health Ministry denied ru-
mours circulating via WhatsApp
that there were 2019-nCoV cases
at Mid Valley Megamall and Sun-
way Hospital Cheras in Kuala
Lumpur.

“Do not share or spread this
fake news,” the ministry said on
its Facebook page. .

Page 1 pic: Medical workers in
protective suits attending to novel
coronavirus patients at a hospital
in Wuhan, China.

HIV drug’s
efficacy
needs
more study’

: KUALA LUMPUR: Further studies
: are needed to confirm the effi-
i cacy of HIV anti-retroviral med-

ication Kaletra in treating the
novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV),
the Health Ministry said.

This came following the recov-
ery of Malaysia’s fourth 2019-
nCoV patient, who was given off-
label use of Kaletra to treat his
worsening infection. :

“The success of Kaletra in a sin-
gle case will require further stud-
ies to verify its usefulness..

“Our infectious disease special-
ists will continue to be guided by
evidence based on treatment ex-
perience elsewhere, including
from China, which has the largest
number of cases,” Deputy Health
Minister Dr Lee Boon Chye told
the New Straits Times yesterday.

The man, x
40, from Chi-
nagot infect-
ed on Jan 24
and had high
fever and
pneumonia.

Health di-
rector-gener-
al Datuk Dr
Noor Hisham
Abdullah
had said the
man’s condition worsened on the
second day of being admitted to
Permai Hospital in Johor Baru and
he required oxygen assistance.

“A chest X-ray done on the
fourth day showed that his in-
fection had worsened. The hos-
pital began treatment with Kale-
tra (off-label use) on Jan 28.

“After eight days of treatment,
his condition improved and he
recovered,” he said on Saturday.

It was reported that Chinese
doctors used anti-HIV drugs on
coronavirus patients in Beijing,
based on a 2004 study conducted .
during the Severe Acute Respi-
ratory Syndrome outbreak, and
had “favourable” responses.

British daily The Guardian re-
ported that China had been using
Kaletra, a combination of two anti-
HIV drugs, lopinavir and ritonavir,
on patients in a trial since Jan 18.

In Thailand, a Chinese national
infected with virus showed im-
provement after she was treated
with a cocktail of anti-virals, in-
cluding HIV and flu medication.

The Thai Health Ministry had
said the 71-year-old woman test-
ed negative for the virus 48 hours
after doctors administered the
combination.

Dr Lee Boon Chye
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Varsities

hold virtual lessons

Face-to-face teaching sus,pended temporarily to limit spread of virus

By LEE CHONGHU!
educate@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAVA: Public institu-
tions of higher learning in Malaysia
are seeking to limit the spread of
the novel coronavirus by suspend-
ing face-to-face teaching activides
temporarily.

In an internal circular to academ-
ic staff, Universiti Putra Malaysia
(UPM) deputy vicechancellor (aca-
demic and internaticnal) Prof Dr M.
Igbal Saripan said lecturers are
allowed to conduct biended learn-
ing replacement mode {(Mod
Pembelajaran Teradun Gantian) for
the first two weeks of the semester,
starting today till Feb 24.

“Lecturers are allowed to carry
out classes virtually or postpone
classes for the first two weeks of the
academic calendar.

“International students who have
travelled back to their homeland
during the semester break are

allowed to miss the first two weeks
of classes, while new students or
students who've returned from
overseas are required to conduct
home surveillance (for syraptoms),”
said the circular seen by The Star.

When contacted, UPM vice-chan-
cellor Prof Datuk Dr Aini Ideris
confirmed the suspension of face-
to-face lessons, while Prof Igbal said
that steps are being taken to ensure
students’ safety.

“New and returning students
from all countries can still register
with us. Registration has opened
since last week.

“We will provide medical screen-
ing facilities to students upon regis-
tration,” said Prof Iqbal.

In an email to academic staff,
Universiti Malaya (UM) deputy
vice-chancellor (academic and
international) Prof Dr Kamila
Ghazali said the university would
be conducting “non face-to-face
learning activities” starting Feb 17,

which is the first week of the new
sernester.

“Taking into consideration the
latest development in the outbreak,
the university management has
decided that all face-to-face teach-
ing and learning activities (iec-
tures, tutorials and labs) will be
replaced with non face-to-face
teaching and learning activities
from Feb 17 to 23. Lectures will
continue as usual on Feb 24,” said
the email.

Lecturers were also told to upload
all learning materials scheduled for
the week in question to UM’s online
learning platform — Spectrurn - by
Feb 17.

UM has also postponed the check-
in of students at its dorrnitories,
which was originally scheduled for
Feb 15 and 16.

A check with UM’s academic and

non-academic staff confirmed the.

announcement.
“Only students do not need to

come to carmnpus. ;

“But lecturers and other staff sdll
need to work as usual,” said a UM
ernployee ‘who declined to be
named.

The Health Ministry ‘had sent a
letter dated Feb 2 to the Education

A source said the letter was
addressed to the Education Ministry
sa that it can take further action as
and when necessary.

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
(UKM} vice-chancellor Prof Datuk
Mohd Hamdi Abd Shukor said the
university would not be suspending
classes and plans ta follaw the “nor-
mal schedule” that was announced
to its students.

However, Prof Hamdi said: “If
there is a need to suspend classes,
we will switch to online teaching
wrhich is readily available and well-
equipped at UKM. We will follow
the Healh Ministcy’s advice veli-
giously.”

CRSM gives out face masks at KLIA

By HANIS ZAINAL
haniszainal@thestar.com.imy

SE(l;ANG: Traveller Hastina Hassim
and her farnily were happy to
receive face masks diswibuted by
the Crisis Relief Squad of MCA
(CRSM) at the Kuala Lumpur
International Airport.

Hastina, 35, who was travelling
with her family to Saudi Arabia to
do their umrah, said she has been
usirﬂng washable masks made of
cloth.

“It's good to get one of these dis-
posable masks as it is more effec-
tive.

“It’s quite hard to find disposable
masks so we have been using wash-
able ones. You need 10 wash it at the
end of the day to b2 used the next
day;” she said.

Hastina said that she will be tak-
ing extra precautions white travel-
ling due to the outbreak of the novel
coronavirus (2019-nCa¥} in Wuhan,
China. :

“We always wash our hands and
now we are carrying hand sanitis-
ers to be used on the plane” she
said, adding that she plans to wear
a mask throughout her time in
flight.

Hastina and her farily were
among the travellers who received

. disposable masks frorm the Selangor
and Wilayah branches of CRSM at
the airport yesterday.

Selangor CRSM chief Ch'ng Soo
Chau said that 1,000 disposable

*

masks were distributed at KLIA,
while 1,000 were distributed at the
Penang International Airport and
another 1,000 were distributed at
Senai International Airport by the
CRSM branches in the respective
states on the same day.

“We felt that we have to do some-
thing due to the outhreak of the
coronavirus, as there is a lack of
action from the government to

bt 2

Precautionary measure: Ch'ng (left) distributing face masks to travellers

address this.

“Apart from distributing these
masks, we also want to create
awareness among the public on the
ways they can take to prevent the

“spread of the coronavirus, such as

washing their hands.

“We also want the public to know
where to get factual updates on the
coronavirus,” said Chvng.

He and about 12 mémbers of

and stai

S N

ff at KLIA.

CRSM took about 45 ainuites to dis-
tribute the rnasks at the airport,
taking their trae to talk to rnembers
of the public and travellers on ways
to take care of thernselves and how
1o stop the spread of the coronavi-
TS,

Ch'ng also urged cornpanies man-
ufacturing iterns such as masks and
gloves to assist CRSM in its fundrais-
ing efforts to fight the coronavirus.

Battiifig ™
Coronavirus

Mum-in-law
of ninth
patient is
latest case

By RAHIMY RAHIM
rahimyr@thestar.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia has
confirmed a new case of the novel
coronavirus, raising the total num-
ber of cases in the country to 17.

Thelatest case involved a 65-year-
old woman, who is the mother-in-
law of a Malaysian case (ninth case)
reported on Feb 4, said the Health

“The patient has several chronic
diseases, such as high blood pres-
sure and diabetes. Half her body is
paralysed and she has a pacemak-
er,” it said in a statement yesterday.

The ministry revealed that the
patient had direct contact with the
ninth case patient on several occa-
sions during the Chinese New Year
celebration along with other family
mernbers.

“From Jan 29 until Feb 4, the
patient said that she stayed home.

“On Feb 5, she complained that
she was unwell and developed a
headache and was immediately
treated as an outpatient at a private
hospital. Immediately after, she
was allowed to return home with a
follow-up on Feb 7.

“She has no history of travel to
China

“Her samples and those of other
family members were also collect-
ed. The test results came out posi-
tive on Feb 8,” the ministry said.

It added the woman was now
warded in isolation at the Sungai
Buloh Hospital and was reportedly
in stable condition.

Meanwhile, another patient has
recovered fully from the novel
Coronavirus.

The 10th patient, a Chinese
national aged 63, was (reated at
Hospital Kuala Lumpur and was
discharged yesterday. He did not
require the use of antiviral medica-
tions. .

This marks the third patient to
have recovered.

For more on the
coronavirus:
See page 12

12 public hospitals and public labs equipped to test for virus

KUALA LUMPUR: The Heallt;h
Ministry has upgraded 12 public
hospitals and public health labora-
tories throughout the country since
Jan 30 with the capacity to carry out
real-time reverse (ranscriptase-
polymerase chain reacdon (RT-PCR)
tests to detect the novel coronavirus
(2019-nCov).

Health director-general Datuk Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah said these
lahoratories included the Natdonal
Public Health Laboratory (MKAK)
in Sungai Buioh, MKA Ipoh, MKA
Kota Kinabaiu, MKA Kota Baru and
MIKA Johor Baru.

“This capacity has also been
extended to the private laboratory

network through training provided
by MKAK Sungai Buloh on Feb 6,”

-he said in a statement yesterday.

Dr Noor Hisham said at the begin-
ning, the virology unit of the
Infectious Disease Research Centre,
Institute of Medical Research (IMR)
was the only laboratory directly
involved with conducting diagnos-
tic tests to detect 2019-nCoV in
Malaysia.

On Jan 3, the laboratory made
preparations to face the possibility
of the spread of 2019-nCoV where a
reagent to detect coronavirus using
the conventional RT-PCR method
was prepared.

“On Jan 11, scientists from China

released information on the genet-
ics of 2019-nCoV. This enabled offi-
cials from the IMR’s virology unit to
comme up with the reéagent sequence
known as ‘primers and probes spe-
cific for 2019-nCoV on the same
day.

“Several days later, the World
Health Organisation also released
the protocol for real-time RT-PCR
2019-nCoV and this protocol is
almost similar to that used by the
IMR,” he said.

Dr Noor Hisharn said the reagent
to identify the 2019-nCoV arrived at
IMR’s laboratory on Jan 21, and at
the same time the University
Malaya Medical Centre shared a

virus frorm the same farnily as deac-
tvated 2019nCaV to be used as a
positive control.

On jan 22, officials from the IMR
successfully conducted optimisa-
tion tests for real-time RT-PCR 2019-
nCoV and this reagent was supplied
to the MKAK Sungai Buloh on Jan 24
to test contact sarnples in fohor,
which enabled detection of the first
positive case arnong close contacts.

“On Jan 25, the IMR laboratory
also detected the first positive case
among patients under investigation
{PUD),” he said.

Dr Noor Hishar said that each
day, as early as 7am, the staff on call
would receive samples from the

hospitals and would continue con-
ducting the tests so that the results
could be released within 24 hours.

“However, most of the test results
are ready before the 24-hour peri-
od,” he said.

Dr Hisham said only staff who
underwent the competency test and
training on personal protective
equipment were allowed to conduct
the tests.

He said the staff would receive
the samples and record it in the log
book. He added that the sample
would then be taken to the Biosafety
Laboratory on Level 2 where the
staff would put it through the real-
time RT-PCR 2015-nCoV. —Bernama
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First M'sian victim’s mum-in-law tests positive

¥ BY CINDILOO no fever. She was brought to a private .. still ongoing and will be-updated from

newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: The Health Ministry,
through the national Crisis Preparedness
and Response Centre, identified the 17th
victim of the 2019-novel coronavirus
(2019-nCoV) in Malaysia yesterday.

~ Thelatest to be tested positive for the

virus is a 65-year-old woman who is the .

mother-in-law of the first Malaysian
victim. :

The woman contracted the virus due
to direct contact with her son-in-law
over Chinese New Year dinners with
other family members on Jan 26, 27 and
28. Bl

“On Feb 5, she i:omp'léhrl'éd that she
was not feeling well, having headaches,
excessive perspiration and lethargy but

hospital where she received outpatient
treatment and told to return for a follow-
up appointment on Feb 7, said health
ministry director-general Datuk Dr Noor
Hisham Abdullah yesterday.

When her son-in-law was tested
positive for the virus, she was tracked
down by the district health office. But

investigations showed that she had no

travel history to China. :
Her saliva swab samples, as well as

those of other family members, were

taken. She tested positive for the

coronavirus on Feb 8 while test results of

the other eight family members came
back negative. %

“She is now at the Sungai Buloh
Hospital isolation ward and in stable
condition. Contact tracing activities are

time to time,” Noor Hisham said.

This is the second human-to-human
transmission of the coronavirus in
Malaysia after the 4l-year-old man
contracted the virus while-in Singapore
and passed it on to his sister during
Chinese New Year with the family in
Sungai Petani. gl

Meanwhile, the Health Ministry
announced that the 63-year-old Chinese
national receiving treatment at the
Sungai Buloh Hospital isolation ward has
recovered.

“Two repeated tests were conducted
on Feb 7 and 8. Both turned out negative.
The patient hassbeen allowed to return
home yesterday evening”

S , three 2019-nCoV patients have
recove c?aﬁd en discharged.



